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SMALL-PIECING LOG CABINS
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A surefire way to slow down your machine stitching is to stitch small 
things. And then challenge yourself to sew smaller. I know you can! 
And then consider the exciting visual impact of the use of varied 
scaling of blocks in your design work.

Start with 3/4” strips of various fabrics that are of high contrast. And 
then build this log cabin variation as demonstrated in the video.

Sew with 1/4” seams, as usual. You’ll square up after each addition, 
trimming the new log back to 3/8” width so that each log finishes 
with 1/8” visible.

The seams will “lock” onto each other since we use 1/4” seams on 
1/8” logs.

Scale down other blocks for fun. Here are some tips:

•	 “Small” is defined by the maker.

•	 Fabrics that are adjacent should have high contrast.

•	 Seam allowances should avoid bulk. Sometimes this means 
using skinnier seams (if not laundering the quilt), grading 
seams after stitching, or making inconsistent choices about 
how to press (to the side or open).

•	 Precision piecing must be precise since small errors can have 
greater impact when working on a small scale.

•	 Finger press parts to keep seams crisp along the way. Press 
with a hot iron and steam every so often, but take great care 
not to distort your work.

•	 Efficiency makes work more pleasant. Arrange your 
workspace for sewing, cutting and pressing to be nearby. 
Work in batches and stay organized. Slow and steady…
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NORTHCOTT SOLIDS USED

10 Snow
241 Cardinal
580 Carrot
520 Lemon
72 Kelly
62 Turquoise
45 Royal
86 Pansy
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BROTHER PQ1500SLPRW 
HIGH SPEED STRAIGHT STITCH SEWING MACHINE

High Speed Straight Stitch Sewing Machine

The PQ1500SLPRW is a dream machine that belongs in the sewing room of every serious quilter and seamstress. It is a high-
speed straight stitching machine, sewing up to 1,500 stitches per minute! The PQ1500SLPRW offers an adjustable pin feed 
mechanism, 4 feed dog settings for maximum fabric control, a knee lifter and bed extension table for quilting, full range foot 
pressure adjustment and an automatic thread cutter with F.A.S.T. needle threader - a time saving convenience.

BROTHER PQ1500SLPRW

•	Up to 1500 stitches per minute

•	4 Feed Dog height adjustments

•	Built-in knee lifter to easily raise 
and lower the presser foot, so your 
hands are free to re-position or 
remove your fabric

•	Extra-large extension table

•	Automatic thread cutter button

•	Convenient thread tension dial

•	Pin Feed Mechanism allows you to 
exchange the use of the feed dogs 
for a single pin that cleanly extends 
from beneath the machine, moving 
all layers of your quilt together or 
moves a delicate velvet without 
leaving feed dog marks in the nap

•	Available at your local Brother dealer

http://www.brother-usa.com/Homesewing/ModelDetail.aspx?ProductID=PQ1500SLPRW
http://brothersews.com
http://brothersews.com
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