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Many of us quilters make quilts to keep our friends and family warm, to 
show our appreciation, or to commemorate the big milestones in life. 
These are noble and beautiful reasons to quilt, though there are other 
motivations. 

Quilts can also be media for self-expression going beyond the usual. 
Are there issues that pervade your life to which you’d like to give voice? 
Consider making patchwork that conveys your ideas, your passion, or 
your rage. At right is my own tribute to Trayvon Martin, made in 2013. 
It’s a collage of appliquéd self portraits meant to confront the politics of 
identity and fashion in the US at the moment.

There is a long history of quilters using quilts as the venue to communicate 
their woes and concerns. The Kentucky Graveyard Quilt , made in 
1843 by Elizabeth Roseberry Mitchell, is a mourning quilt depicting a 
graveyard containing coffins labeled with the names of members of 
her family. She moved the appliquéd coffins from the border to the 
centered graveyard as they passed away.

During the American Civil War in the mid-to-late 19th century, quilters on 
both sides of the divide made quilts using fabrics printed with political 
figures and slogans, solidarity colors, and state-themed blocks. This 
political association continues to this day. 

With the advent of art quilting in the mid-20th century, quilters began to 
use their artwork to express their opinions on all sorts of issues. Katherine 
Brainard made a “divorce quilt” in 1990 that was a sensation at the time. 
A darkly humorous expression of her anger and grief, it is a powerful 
use of “women’s work” to make a statement. In this same vein we find 
Tracey Emin’s early 21st century appliqued coverlets, which are textual 
feminist confrontations of the most bold order.

These historical examples are also quilts made from the heart and 
provided emotional outlets for the makers. Why not consider making 
your own? 

1 Please note that Underground Railroad code quilts have been soundly debunked. 
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BROTHER DREAMCREATORTM QUILTING & SEWING MACHINE 
INNOV-IS VQ2400

Brother DreamCreatorTM Quilting & Sewing Machine

If you have a passion for quilting and sewing, the new DreamCreator™ Innov-ís VQ2400 from the V-Series lineup will thrill you. 
This versatile quilting and sewing machine was built to give home-based quilting and sewing enthusiasts their next dream 
machine. Advanced features like the MuVit™ Digital Dual Feed – a motor driven foot and smooth, easy pivoting with the Pivot 
Function, make this the ideal machine for working on quilts or any project with thin or layered fabrics. Built with 50% brighter 
lighting than most Brother™machines, you can now see your work in brilliant light…no more task lights needed! Sew and quilt 
faster – up to 1,050 stitches per minute, while enjoying luxuries like Automatic Needle Threading and bobbin winding while 
sewing. With all these great features packed into our most affordable V-Series machine yet, why not start creating today?

BROTHER INNOV-IS 

• Available at Authorized Innov-ís Dealers Only

• 561 sewing stitches (531 built-in, 30 on CD), 14 one-step 
auto-size buttonhole styles, 3 sewing fonts, 1 Cyrillic font 
and 1 Japanese font

• MuVit™ Digital Dual Feed

• Large 3.6’’ x 6.0’’ LCD touch screen display

• Automatic Height Adjuster™ AHA® feature

• Up to 1,050 SPM Bobbin Winding While Sewing

• 2 USB ports

• 10-inch LED lighting

• Pivot function

• Lockstitch key

• V-series: Our largest workspace ever - 5’’ x 11.25’’

• Optional Multi-Function Foot Controller

• Available at your local Brother dealer

http://www.brother-usa.com/homesewing/vseries/DreamCreator.aspx#.UhzHqS_D-70?WT.ad=HADAtAGlance_VQ2400Microsite
http://brothersews.com
http://brothersews.com
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