THE ALTERNATE GRID
JACQUIE GERING
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All quilts have an underlying structure; typically blocks are set in a row and column grid that in many fraditional quilts is easily identifiable.The
alternate grid gives quilters the flexibility fo manipulate the grid and with even small shifts make big changes in a quilt design.

For example, this is the “poinfed block”.

In quilt A the block is set with a fraditional row and column structure.

In quilt B, pairing the blocks with one block rotated and setting the block pairs in an offset column breaks the grid. The area around the blocks
is filled in with background fabrics. With a few small changes the quilt design changes dramatically. This is the power of the alternate grid.

Quilt A Quilt B
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Here are a few traditional and alternate grid options to try with quilt blocks:
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¢ Make blocks out of paper or paper and craft foam to support alternate grid play. Play is an igniter for creativity. Move to digital work
after manipulating blocks by hand.

TIPS FOR DESIGNING WITH THE ALTERNATE GRID CONCEPTS

o Rotation of blocks is a great way to create new primary and secondary designs.

e Sashing strips and borders are tools that may be manipulated in different ways to break the grid.
*  Resist the urge to line up blocks or elements in blocks.

*«  Keepitsimple. Simple shiffs can make a big difference in a design.

e To support filling in with background fabric, fape the outline of the quilt on the design wall to create parameters against which to
measure areas fo fill in.

e Squares and rectangles are your friend. Look for how blocks and background spaces form shapes that come together simply. Avoid
partial seams if you are uncomfortable sewing them. Notice in the diagram below how the background pieces are added to blocks to
form larger squares and rectangles that come together like a simple puzzle.
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http://www.brother-usa.com/Homesewing/ModelDetail.aspx2ProductiD=PQ1500SLPRW

High Speed Siraight Stitch Sewing Machine

The PQ1500SLPRW is a dream machine that belongs in the sewing room of every serious quilter and seamstress. It is a high-
speed straight stitching machine, sewing up to 1,500 stitches per minute!l The PQ1500SLPRW offers an adjustable pin feed
mechanism, 4 feed dog setftings for maximum fabric conftrol, a knee lifter and bed extension table for quilting, full range foot
pressure adjustment and an automatic thread cutter with F.AS.T. needle threader - a fime saving convenience.

e Up to 1500 stitches per minute
¢ 4 Feed Dog height adjustments

e Built-in knee lifter to easily raise
and lower the presser foot, so your
hands are free to re-position or
remove your fabric

* Extra-large extension table
¢ Automatic thread cutter button
* Convenient thread tension dial

¢ Pin Feed Mechanism allows you fo
exchange the use of the feed dogs
for a single pin that cleanly extends
from beneath the machine, moving
all layers of your quilt together or
moves a delicate velvet without
leaving feed dog marks in the nap

¢ Available af your local Brother dealer

brothersews.com
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