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PAPER PIECING 
ELIZABETH DACKSON

SUPPORTED BY:

Paper piecing is like driving on the wrong side of the road – at first, it feels weird, uncomfortable, and requires lots of concentration – but after 
some practice, paper piecing will become your new favorite way to piece!

Rules of thumb in paper piecing:

1. All of your fabric is placed on the un-printed side of your template.

2. The only piece of fabric placed right side up is the very first piece. All subsequent pieces are placed right side down, with the wrong side 
facing you.

3. All sewing is done on the printed side of the paper.

4. Make sure to shorten your stitch length somewhere between 1.2 and 1.5 mm—this will perforate the paper, making it easier to tear out, 
while strengthening your seams.

5. On your template, the numbers represent the order to add your pieces, and the lines represent your seams.

6. Don’t worry about lining up your raw edges perfectly when positioning your fabric, as we’ll trim them after we sew them in place.

7. Always trim the excess seam allowance after sewing each seam—and I recommend using fabric scissors, not a rotary cutter for this, so 
you don’t accidentally cut into your template!

8. Never use a steam iron when paper piecing—it will distort your paper! Always use a dry iron, and be sure to press each seam as you work 
your way through your template.

9. Line up each piece of fabric approximately ¼” over the seam that you’re about to sew. Make sure the excess fabric sits over top of the 
fabrics you’ve already sewn to the block, NOT where over the part of the template you want your fabric to cover!

SUPPORTING LINKS 

www.dontcallmebetsy.com

Instagram: dontcallmebetsy

Paper Piecing Tutorial
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NORTHCOTT SOLIDS USED

831 - Heather
84 - Iris
840 - African Violet
750 - Sea Foam
640 - Oasis
642 - Clearwater
62 - Turquoise
232 - Coral
201 - Make Me Blush
233 - Rose Petal
92 - Smoke

SUPPORTED BY:



BROTHER PQ1500SLPRW 
HIGH SPEED STRAIGHT STITCH SEWING MACHINE

High Speed Straight Stitch Sewing Machine

The PQ1500SLPRW is a dream machine that belongs in the sewing room of every serious quilter and seamstress. It is a high-
speed straight stitching machine, sewing up to 1,500 stitches per minute! The PQ1500SLPRW offers an adjustable pin feed 
mechanism, 4 feed dog settings for maximum fabric control, a knee lifter and bed extension table for quilting, full range foot 
pressure adjustment and an automatic thread cutter with F.A.S.T. needle threader - a time saving convenience.

BROTHER PQ1500SLPRW

• Up to 1500 stitches per minute

• 4 Feed Dog height adjustments

• Built-in knee lifter to easily raise 
and lower the presser foot, so your 
hands are free to re-position or 
remove your fabric

• Extra-large extension table

• Automatic thread cutter button

• Convenient thread tension dial

• Pin Feed Mechanism allows you to 
exchange the use of the feed dogs 
for a single pin that cleanly extends 
from beneath the machine, moving 
all layers of your quilt together or 
moves a delicate velvet without 
leaving feed dog marks in the nap

• Available at your local Brother dealer

http://www.brother-usa.com/Homesewing/ModelDetail.aspx?ProductID=PQ1500SLPRW
http://brothersews.com
http://brothersews.com
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