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PIECING WITH MACHINE EMBROIDERY PILLOW   
MIRIAM COFFEY

Minimalist Machine Embroidery, is a way you can create your 
own embroidered fabric.  You get to be the fabric designer. Using 
lightly stitched embroidery designs to create texture, dimension, 
and add interest to your quilts, bags, and more.  In this pillow 
project, we will create our own fabric in a verity of background 
colors, threads, and patterns.

When I make a project with Minimalist Machine Embroidery I like 
to make extra pieces so I have options to add more or less a 
particular pattern or color.  In the instructions, I give you the exact 
number of pieces you will need but I would suggest making a few 
extra so you have more fixability when it comes to putting your 
project together.  Also, please don’t feel like you have to make 
this into a pillow, the possibilities are endless.

Materials 

•	 Background fabric (white) ½ yard 

•	 Variety of solid or solid like fabric to embroider on, depending 
on the size of your largest embroidery hoop will determine 
the amount of fabric you will need

•	 Variety of machine embroidery thread

•	 Light weight sticky tear away stabilizer or wash away stabilizer 

•	 Basic sewing supplies 

•	 Embroidery and sewing machine

Embroidery Instructions 

•	 Hoop your stabilizer, if you are using sticky tear way hoop with 
paper side up

•	 Scour the paper of the sticky stabilizer, peel back excess 
paper, leaving a sticky surface

•	 Place fabric in the center of the hoop, and press gently

•	 Have design set up on embroidery machine

•	 Press start button

•	 After machine has stitched out, un hoop fabric

•	 Stitch out as many as you would like, in different color 
variations and patterns

•	 Now your ready to cut out squares

Cutting instructions  

•	 Cut 4 strips of background fabric (white) 3.5’’ by WOF

•	 Sub cut background into 3.5’’ squares (48 total)

•	 Cut 3.5’’ squares from embroidered fabric (48 total) 

Marking instructions

•	 On background squares, draw a diagonal line from one 
corner to the opposite corner 

•	 Draw two more lines ¼ ‘’ on either side of the original 
diagonal line.

•	 You will have three parallel diagonal lines; the two outside 
lines are your sewing lines and center line is your cutting line

•	 Continue to mark all 48 background squares 

½ Square Triangles Instructions

•	 Pair background squares with embroidered square, right 
sides together, making sure all four sides are flush (24 pairs 
total)

•	 Pin pairs in place 

•	 Sew along the two outside sewing lines, leaving center line 
unsewn, remove pins as you go

•	 Cut along center cutting line
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•	 Press seams open

•	 Square up all ½ square triangles to 3’’ square

Sewing instructions 

•	 Pair ½ squares triangles right sides together, with embroidered 
side of the triangle in top left-hand corner

•	 Pin in place

•	 Sew together with ¼ ‘’ seam allowance

•	 Sew all in sets of two

•	 Press seams to one side

•	 Pair sets of two with another set of two making a set of 4, pin 
in place right sides together

•	 Sew ¼’’ seam allowance

•	 Continue to pair and sew all in sets of four

•	 Press seam to one side

•	 Continue to pair until desired size of pillow 

Quilting

•	 Layer batting and pillow top, spray baste in place

•	 When quilting with Minimalist Machine Embroidery I prefer to 
stitch in the ditch or quilt in the negative space of the project, 
if you where to quilt on top of the embroidery it could be a 
little distracting or to busy

•	 Put pillow together as desired

•	 You can add a zipper or envelope back 

I hope this as inspired you to add Minimalist Machine Embroidery 
to your next project.

LEARN MORE ABOUT MIRIAM COFFEY:

CoffeyQuiltLab.com

by
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JANOME HORIZON MEMORY CRAFT 9400 
SEWING MACHINE SPECS

JANOME HORIZON MEMORY CRAFT 9400

 
http://janome.com/en/machines/sewing/9400/

 
The time spent behind your sewing machine is some of the most precious, so you deserve a machine that lets 
you get the most out of it. Created with special, easy and time-saving features, the Horizon Memory Craft 9400 is 
unlocking limitless possibilities for quilters to escape into a world of pure creativity. Quilters now have a full 11” of 
bed space to the right of the needle to store extra fabric from a quilt. In addition, quilters can enjoy exceptionally 
smooth quilt piecing with the included AcuFeed™ Flex Layered Fabric Feeding System; achieve faster performance 
with a sewing speed of 1,060 SPM and view their work, shadow-free, with the machine’s retractable High Light™. 
Navigation through all of these features has become easier with the MC9400’s new LCD color touchscreen. 
 

•	 Top loading bobbin system

•	 Straight stitch needle plate included

•	 Maximum sewing speed: 1,060 stitches per minute

•	 Improved ergonomic shape

•	 One-step needle plate conversion with 3 needle plates

•	 Create your own decorative stitch with Stitch Composer

•	 Full Intensity lighting system with cool touch LED lamps

•	 Superior needle threader

•	 Detachable AcuFeed Flex Layered Fabric Feeding system

•	 Variable zig zag

•	 Advanced needleplate markings

•	 Sewing Applications on-screen support

•	 11” to the right of the needle

•	 retractable and adjustable sewing light

janome.com
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PAINTER’S PALETTE SOLIDS 
PAINTBRUSH STUDIO
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The following fabrics were used during this segment:

121-014 Grey

121-028 Red Violet

121-039 Jade

121-061 Wasabi

121-087 Lemon Ice

121-108 Clementine

LEARN MORE

paintbrushstudiofabrics.com


